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AIMÉE C. QUINN

Visualizing Space
Your Depository Library as Place
A DECADE AGO,

LIBRARY SPACE, PLACE
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FIGURE 4.2

Misperception

THE
PROCESS

It is true that when working on a remodel, especially for federal depository
collections, many people believe it is their collection because it was paid for with
taxpayer money. Given that any library that is a member of the Federal
Depository Library Program (FDLP) already has a second set of regulations to
follow related to the depository collection, many administrators prefer not to
deal with the collection except to downsize it. This singular focus could be a
mistake. It is up to the depository librarian to really know the community and
help the administration determine the best course. In some cases, downsizing or
moving to an e-depository status may be the best solution for the community.
However, many depositories need to look at reinvigorating their spaces. Instead
of rows of shelving, how about pockets of depository materials interspersed with
like materials in the library’s main collections to gain additional user space? One
important task of any good depository librarian is to regularly do a zero-based
collection assessment and work with all the subject specialists to ensure that the
depository collections support the library’s main collections. A zero-based
assessment will help determine whether your collection is meeting the needs of
your community. Also, the subject specialists may wish to aid in this assessment
by voicing their opinions as well as by bringing ideas from their liaison areas
concerning additions and deselection. If your depository has an advisory council,
members may wish to advise about the assessment.
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